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Press information

sacred gold

A short abstract of the history of metall processing in Peru

In the Inca exhibition, which starts in autumn 2008 at the castle of Prague, everything centers on gold. With its exhibits, it gives a unique insight in the superior goldsmithing of the Inca and their forefathers besides the historic classification of the pieces of jewellery and the partly unknown histories behind the history in the time of the Spanish conquest. 

The artists were able to clone even every nut, bolt and screw. Chroniclers report on headhigh figurines of pure gold in the palaces and temples of the Inca. Whole gardens copied the reality of gold, silver and gemstones.

It is due to the long tradition of the metall processing in the Andean states, that the Inca and their ancestor cultures got to a true championship with the processing of the precious metall.

In Peru, there are the oldest examples for the processing of metall in whole America. It is a matter of single finds, which are approximately 4000 years old. A continuous use of metall can first be proved for the Chavin horizon (after 1200 B.C.). The multiplicity and the championship of the used techniques are a sign of a considerably longer development. In the following eras, the for a long time known techniques were simply refined. The only true improvement is the discovery of the bronze in the course of the middle horizon (about 500 – 900 AD).

While the cultures at the south coast of Peru processed the precious metall in a very small quantity, this handcraft developed mainly at the north coast. For the Chimu state (1300 – 1500 AD) specialised goldsmiths are detectable, who had been taken over by the Inca after the conquest of the north coast and whose technical traditions stood remaining in the late horizon.

With the conquest of the Inca state by the Spanish (after 1532), many certificates of the Peruvian metall handcraft irrecoverably disappeared. It is only known from the reports of the chroniclers, that also bigger objects like statues or wall coverings are made from precious metall. The spanish conquerors melted all golden items they found to bars and coins.
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